
PIKE COUNTY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
 

                                                MINUTES 
September 10, 2019 

8:30 A.M. 
 
 
Greg Willis, President; Dennis Bishop, Vice-President 
Jon Craig, Max Elliott, Randy Harris, Todd Meadors, Travis Troutman 
 
Attendees: Kent Johnson, Dallas Killian, Ashley Willis, John Mandabach (Bowman 
Family Holdings), Paul Wheatley (The Wheatley Group), Ashley Gideon, Brandon 
Schultheis, Mindy Vieck, Connie Neininger (Indiana Department of Agriculture), 
Kristi Dischinger, Connie Grable, Stephanie Rawlins, Marta Query, David Capehart, 
Jeff Harting, Amy Gladish, Robin Whaley, Ryan Benner, and RC Klipsch 
  

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
Council President, Greg Willis, called the meeting to order. 

   
2.  APPROVAL OF AUGUST 13, 2019 MINUTES 

 
 APPROVAL OF AUGUST 13, 2019 BUDGET HEARING MINUTES 
 
 Dennis Bishop seconded by Randy Harris moved to approve both sets of minutes.  
 Motion passed 7 – 0.  
  

3.  OLD BUSINESS None   
 

4. NEW BUSINESS 
 
a.  Marta Query, Treasurer Resolution Concerning Copy Fees 
 
 Marta Query requested for the Council to approve the Resolution   
passed by the Commissioners to raise the tax statement copy fee to    

$1.00. Councilman Jon Craig asked if the resolution should read $1.00 
 per page. Marta agreed. 

 
 Max Elliott moved to amend the resolution to state $1.00 per page and  

  to accept the amended resolution. Jon Craig seconded the motion. 
           Motion passed 7 – 0.  

 
b. Darrin McDonald, Prosecutor Additional Spending from IV-D General 

Fund 
 
Connie Grable addressed the issue and explained the monies would not 
affect the budget. 

 
c. Ashley Willis, Pike County Economic Development Corporation -  

Property and Personal Property Tax Abatements 
 
Ashley presented the details of the proposed River Birch Farms with Bowman 
Family Holdings. She reminded that there are two TIF districts. The first district 
was the Interchange TIF District and the second is the MEGA Site TIF district. 

 
Paul Wheatley of the Wheatley Group the consultant with the EDC addressed the 
Council. It is a 19.6 million dollar project on an approximate 20-acre location 
within the MEGA Site. The five main impacts of the project are as follows: 
1. Measurable job creation and capital investment for the Mega Site 
2. Credentializes the Mega Site to external Markets 
3.   Promotes Positive TIF cash flows 
4.   Provides much needed infrastructure to the Mega Site 
5.   Lessens some of the burden from the USDA Loan being borrowed by the City  
      of Petersburg for the Infrastructure. 
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They are requesting a 10-year Real Property Tax Abatement, a 5-year Personal 
Property Tax Abatement, and an investment by the county from CEDIT to help 
front the water line costs which will be paid back by the TIF district. By 2026 the 
County should see $860,000 put into the county.  
 
Connie Neininger, from Indiana Department of Agriculture spoke about economic 
development in rural communities.  Indiana is ranked number 10 in agriculture in 
the nation. For local government to provide residential development the cost is 
$1.29 for every dollar. New business development costs $.48 for every dollar.  Ag 
development is only $.25 for every dollar invested.  The ag investment for the 
community multiplies 10 times the value for the community. It will be key for 
Pike County’s development.  

 
John Mandabach with Bowman Family Holdings also addressed the Council, 
sharing that they have reached out themselves for partners for the beginning of 
an Ag Hub in the county.  

 
A resolution regarding the tax abatements discussed was reviewed by the 
Council. 
 
Dennis Bishop made the motion to go ahead with the proposed tax abatements. 
Motion was seconded by Randy Harris. Motion passed 7 – 0. 

  
d. Sheriff update on Jail Cooler. 

 
An additional appropriation will be considered next month to pay for the 
emergency repair that was necessary for the cooler. 

 
e. Baker Tilly Pike County (Indiana) – Proposed Municipal Advisory and 

Accounting Services – Comprehensive Financial Plan 
 
The proposal included preparing a cash flow model for all major county funds 
and a review of cash receipts and disbursements to develop a plan for the county 
to develop a projection of receipts and disbursements to assist in overcoming the 
loss of 93 million NAV resulting from Indianapolis Power and Light’s (AES) 
redistribution of some of its assessed value from Pike County to other counties in 
the state.  The proposed fee for Creating a Comprehensive Financial Plan for the 
County is $25,000. One follow-up item of particular interest to the Council was 
the generation of a Capital Improvements plan for each department.  

 
 Councilman Craig recommended tabling the proposal until the Council has time 

to review it. 
 

Councilman Willis stated that the Auditor should advertise for an additional 
appropriation for the proposal in the event the Council decides to go forward 
with the proposal.  

 
It was discussed that the Council cannot appeal the IP&L Distribution but the 
public can appeal.  

  
5. ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS 

 
a. PIKE COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT REQUEST ADDITIONAL  
           Appropriation of $857,000 for Fund 1112, CEDIT 

 
Water infrastructure for purpose of supporting new investment to Pike County. 

 
 Ashley Willis called the Council’s attention to the map that shows the layout of  

the waterline. 
 
Councilman Willis stated that the infrastructure put in place from this project 
would be sufficient to allow for additional expansion. The project actually called 
for a 6-inch pipe but it was increased to 8 – inch to allow for expansion. 
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Randy Harris seconded by Dennis Bishop moved to approve the $857,000  
Additional Appropriation for CEDIT. Jon Craig removed himself from the voting  
due to a possible Conflict of Interest through his employment with Midwest 
Engineers.  Motion passed 6 – 0.  

 
b. PROSECUTOR REQUESTS AN ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION OF 
 $330 For Fund 2501, Pre-Trial Diversion, into 2501-000-04-4061,  
           Office Equipment. 
 

Eck-Mundy installation had over run of $330. 
 
 Max Elliott seconded by Randy Harris motioned to approve the request. 

Motion passed 7 – 0.  
 

c.         COMMISSIONERS REQUEST AN ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION OF 
  $22,500 For General Fund 1000, into 1000-022-01-1020, Site  

            Attendant 
 

To pay for Site Attendant Wages after moving Solid Waste to the General Fund. 
 

Dennis Bishop motioned seconded by Travis Troutman to approve the request. 
Motion passed 7 – 0. 

 
d. HIGHWAY REQUESTS ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS OF 

 
i. $15,160 For Fund 1112, CEDIT into 1112-002-02-2030 
 

20% Grant Match for CFDA 20.205, Rehabilitation of BRIDGE on 
CR 300 N. 
 

ii. $120,360 For Fund 1112, CEDIT to 1112-002-02-2300 
  
20% Grant Match for CFDA 20.205, Rehabilitation of CR 300 N, the road 

 
Randy Harris seconded by Jon Craig motioned to approve the Highway additional 
requests.  Motion carried 7 – 0. 

 
iii. $40,000 For Fund 1176, MVH, into 1176-008-03-3055  
           Equipment Repair 
 
Truck and Tractor Grader Repair per Roger Ham. 
 
Travis Troutman seconded by Jon Craig to approve the additional.  Motion 
passed 7 – 0. 
 
iv. $525,327 For Fund 9122, Local Road and Bridge, into 75% 

reimbursable disbursed as stated below: 
 

1. $93,254 Into 9122-000-03-0850 
2. $57,110 Into 9122-000-03-1200 
3. $73,370 Into 9122-000-03-0375 
4. $44,082 Into 9122-000-03-0825 
5. $79,268 Into 9122-000-03-0001 
6. $41,718 Into 9122-000-03-0400 
7. $75,818 Into 9122-000-03-0050 
8. $60,707 Into 9122-000-03-0350 

 
 

Dennis Bishop seconded by Max Elliott moved to allow the additional  
           appropriation. Motion passed 7 – 0. 
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e. E 911 REQUESTS ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION OF 
 

i. $10,260 For Fund 1222, Statewide 911 to 1222-000-03-3060,  
                      40% grant match 
 

Todd Meadors seconded by Dennis Bishop motioned to approve the  
 request. Motion carried 7 – 0. 
 
ii. $15,390 For Fund 8112, County E911-GIS 60% Reimbursable 
  

Dennis Bishop seconded by Todd Meadors moved to approve the  
request. Motion carried 7 – 0. 

   
911 received a grant to complete a proposal from WTH to complete a GIS  
           project. 
 
 E911 Director David Capehart proposal is to add a 2nd layer of mapping service  
 from WTH.  

 
  

6. TRANSFERS 
 
a. PARK AND RECREATION REQUESTS TRANSFER OF 
           $4,000.00 From 1219-000-02-2046, Lake Chemicals, To 1219-000-03- 
           3057, Land Maintenance  
 
Park and Recreation needs to remove some trees at Prides Creek.  
 

 Superintendent Brandon Schultheis explained that the lake growth was not as  
much as estimated in 2019 due to the heavy rains. 

 
Max Elliott seconded by Dennis Bishop motioned to allow the transfer.  Motion  
 carried 7 – 0. 
 
b. PIKE COUNTY EMA REQUESTS TRANSFER OF  

$200.00 From 1000-021-02-2020, Office Supplies, To 
1000-021-03-3041 

 
Needed to cover electrical expenses for the remainder of the year. 

 
EMA Director Ryan Benner stated this is for the repeater site and the IP&L site 
for the sirens. 
 
Randy Harris seconded by Jon Craig motioned to approve the request. The 
motion passed 7 – 0.  

 
c. PIKE COUNTY SHERIFF REQUESTS JAIL BUDGET TRANSFER OF 

$500.00 From 1000-032-01-1021, Assistant Jail Commander, To 
1000-032-01-1052, Assistant Jail Commander Overtime. 
 
Sheriff Johnson is taking money out of salary to pay for overtime. 

 
Randy Harris seconded by Travis Troutman moved to allow the request. 
Motion carried 7 - 0. 
 
  

7. ADJOURNMENT  
 

Jon Craig seconded by Randy Harris moved to adjourn. Motion passed 7 – 0.  
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Nay Aye 
______________________                               _________________________ 
 
______________________ _________________________ 
 
______________________ _________________________ 

 
______________________ _________________________ 

 
______________________                              _________________________ 
 
______________________                              _________________________ 
 
______________________ _________________________ 
 
 
 
Attest: ____________________ _________________________ 

Judith Gumbel, Auditor Date 
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